Theatre Foundations IV
Mrs. Day
My name is Melanie Day and I will be your theatre teacher this year.  When I am not at school, I enjoy being a part of theatre in every aspect, spending time with my family and traveling.  I know that this year there will be countless challenges and opportunities for growth and learning.   Let us remember it is not important that you are better than anyone else, only that you are better than you yourself were yesterday!

Materials Needed Daily

· Notebook for taking notes and/or quizzes

· Any assignment due that day

· Journal

· pen/pencil

· Positive attitude

· Energy

· Clothing you can move in

Classroom expectations

· Punctually attending class

· Respecting the rights of classmates

· Listening and following the directions of the instructor

· Bringing needed materials to class

· Going to the restroom between class periods

· Displaying a positive attitude

· Maintaining honesty and integrity in all of your dealings

· Strictly observing the school dress code

· Dressing appropriately for class: wearing clothing that easily allows movement

· Following all class rules

· Always give 100%

Punctuality is defined as being in the appropriate place at the conclusion of the tardy bell with all required materials ready to begin work.  Compliance with the above expectations will lead to a successful experience for everyone in the classroom.   Failure to meet the expectations will affect the student’s grade, citizenship and possible result in removal from class.

Course Description

This course is designed as an intermediate theatre course.   Together we will explore performance, direction, playwriting, improvisation, theatre history and acting techniques.  We will discover, through our study of theatre, how to better present ourselves, broaden our talents, and work as a team and to improve our communication with our peers.

What to expect?

This is a performance and participation class.  Excellence in every performance will be expected.  This class will have several rehearsals (some early morning and some afterschool) and performances beyond class time.   All students will participate in the class production and region/state competition.  This production will require costumes, students may need to rent or purchase costumes for this performance.    
Important Dates

Class production February 12 AND 13(6:00 PM) 
The following requirements need to be met to successfully complete this course:

Successful completion of all in class assignments

See or read two plays a trimester
Attend 1 Fine Arts event.

Participation in daily class activities

Attendance and participation in all class productions

Attendance at all production rehearsals

Preparation to compete at region and state drama festival 
 Play Reports
Each student is to see or read two plays a trimester, these do not include the plays we see or read as a class.  Plays need to be full length and if a student chooses to read a play it needs to be approved by Mrs. Day.  
In order to due a proper report on a performance, this report must be turned in within a week of the performance.   If the report is not turned in by the deadline, it will be worth half credit.    The report must follow the below requirements:

· typed

· your name, class period, play, playwright, producing organization

· plot summary

· 1 paragraph character analysis

· pick one of the pivotal characters in the production

· discuss their use of body, voice, believability, objectives/tactics

· 1 paragraph personal reaction

· 1 paragraph audience etiquette

One play will be included on the midterm grade (due the Friday before midterm) and the second will be added for the final trimester grade (due the Friday before the quarter ends). Fine arts reports will be due the Friday prior to the end of the trimester.  I will inform the students of any new productions being performed in our area and all the show details. More details will be discussed in class. 

Grading:
Up to 5 daily work points can be earned each day through: actively listening and/or watching, active participation in group or solo work, and respecting others ideas and abilities.    In addition to daily work, points will be earned for journaling, taking notes, assignments, quizzes, tests and performances.  The points will be converted to percentages and the percentages will be assigned a letter grade according to the school grading policy.  All assignments are due at the beginning of the period the day specified.   Please check grades online regularly so we can fix errors or mistakes in a timely manner.  Mrs. Day is happy to make corrections within 14 days.   

Citizenship:
Citizenship is done according to BE policy and is separate from you letter grade.  

There will be severe penalties for the following:

· Disrespect for teacher or fellow students

· Inappropriate language

· Using CD players/head phones or calculators/electronic games in class

· Sleeping or side talking during class

· Using cell phones in class without permission

· Cheating on tests or assignments

· Plagiarism 

Make up work:
Make-up work is permitted under certain conditions.

· School excused absences

· Serious illness excused by a note from the parent

· Additional conditions at the discretion of Mrs. Day

Missed work must be made up within one week.  The same 1 week rule applies to missed tests.   Each student is responsible to find out what was missed.   Often when a student is absent, there is no way to make up the activities, discussions and interactions that took place.  In this case an alternative assignment will be given. 

Questions and Problems:
If a question or problem arises please get in touch with me as soon as possible.  I can not attempt to fix a problem or answer a question if I do not know that one exists.  Also, I need to know about the problem while there is still time to do something about it.  Calling the last day of the trimester is not going to help you.  After school is often a difficult time to reach me due to rehearsals for productions so e-mail is a great form of communication. Please email me with any questions Melanie.Day@besd.net.  If you need to speak to me, please call the school and leave your name, the student’s name, and the numbers where you can be reached.  I will do my best to return your calls and email as soon as possible.  An open line of communication is very important.

I am very excited to begin a new trimester!  I can’t wait to get started.

Mrs. Day

Cut Here and return

______________________________________________________________________

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN NOVEMBER 30
Student’s Name

(Printed neatly) 
______________________________________________

Class Period
______________________________________________

I have thoroughly reviewed the disclosure statement for the Mrs. Day’s class.   I am aware of and will support the academic grading standards, citizenship grading standards, and classroom policies and expectations as described. I am keeping the descriptive portion of the statement for future reference.

Student’s Signature_________________________________________Date___________

Parent’s Signature_________________________________________Date___________
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_____________________________   
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_____________________________
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_____________________________
Parent’s Signature__________________________________________Date__________
